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SUBJ: PRC VIEWS ON PUERTO RICO 

REF: PEKING 2362 

1. AN NCNA ARTICLE DATED JULY 31 HAS REITERATED CHINESE 
SUPPORT OF PUERTO RICAN INDEPENDENCE. THE ARTICLE REPORTS 

A STATEMENT IN SAN JOSE BY INDEPENDENCE PARTY LEADER RUBEN 
BERRIOS CALLING FOR THE ISLAND'S INDEPENDENCE. IT ALSO 
REPORTS THE STATEMENT IN PRESIDENT CARTER'S JULY 25 PROCLA- 
MATION THAT HE WOULD "SUPPORT, AND URGE THE CONGRESS TO 
SUPPORT, WHATEVER DECISION THE PEOPLE OE PUERTO RICO REACH" 

IN A EUTURE REEERENDUM. 

2. IN ITS COMMENT, NCNA DECLARES THAT THE 1952 REEERENDUM 
WAS "RIGGED BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT" AND THAT AFTER THE 1967 
VOTE THE U.S. "RETAINED PUERTO RICO IN ITS STATUS QUO - 

A COLONY IN A DISGUISED FORM." IT GOES ON TO CHARGE THAT 
THE "U.S. RULING CLIQUE HAS SPED UP THE PLAN OP ANNEXING 
PUERTO RICO AS ANOTHER STATE " AND THAT PORMER PRESIDENT LORD 
SENT TO THE CONGRESS A "PUERTO RICO STATEHOOD ACT" AT THE 
BEGINNING OF 1977. "ALL THESE ACTIONS," THE ARTICLE CONCLUDES, 

"HAVE MET WITH STRONG ATTACKS PROM PUERTO RICANS." 
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3. COMMENT: THE ARTICLE IS CONSISTENT WITH THE PREVIOUS 
CHINESE POSITION ON THE PUERTO RICO QUESTION AND WITH THE 
REACTION OP THE POREIGN MINISTRY TO THE AMBASSADOR'S DEMARCHE 
AUGUST 1 (REPTEL). WOODCOCK 
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